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Drone / Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) / Quadrocopters 

Center for Drone at Bard College.
*Based on 2017 Registration

Drone Industry 
$6b in 2017 (3 Mil Devices Manuf.) 

$11.2b in 2020 (est.) 
-Gizmodo 



Drone Incidents/Accidents









Drone Incidents

Credit: Bard College



Personal Injury and Wrongful Death Cases Arising Out of Drone Operation



Personal Injury and Wrongful Death Cases Arising Out of Drone Operation



Drone Incident Categories
PRIVACY

CRASHES / PERSONAL INJURY

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MANNED AIRCRAFT

SHOOT DOWNS

SMUGGLING



Drone Insurance - Yes, It exists…



Homeowner’s Insurance - Drone Coverage?
Most standard H.O. policies exclude liability coverage for aircraft but may or will include 

coverage for model or hobby aircraft.

Obviously: Must look at policy language. Consider ambiguity / contra proferentem. 



Federal Statutes and Regulations Regarding Drone Law
To Register or Not Register?

Dec, 2015 
FAA Requires Registration 

> 0.55lbs

Sect. 336 of the FAA M.R.A 2012 
FAA can’t regulate model aircraft 

Taylor v. Huerta (FAA) 2017 
FAA Violates Sect 336 of the M.R.A. 2012 

No Reg Req’d for Model Aircraft

Dec, 2017 - Nat’l Def. Auth Act of 2017 
(d) Restoration of Rules for Registration and Making 

Of Unmanned Aircraft 
[MUST FOLLOW FAA REG RULES] 



FAA REGISTRATION/LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS

Section 336
Strictly for the hobbyist

Part 107
Any related commercial purpose

Need to get a Remote Airman Cert. / 
Airworthiness Cert 

Unless Exemption Applies

Must register if over .55lbs 
(No Remote Airman Cert. /  

Airworthiness Cert. Needed).

Section 333
Exemption to Part 107

Case-by-case



State Statutes and Regulations Affecting Drone Law

Source: Center for the Study of Drone at Bard College, 2017



State Statutes and Regulations Affecting Drone Law

Therefore, States who attempt to regulate aviation or flight, are pre-empted.
FAA has exclusive sovereignty of airspace in the United States

States may regulate conduct/non-aviation aspects of drone use.



State Statutes and Regulations Affecting Drone Law



Florida State Drone Law


